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2005-2006 Highlights

Everett Transit improves Service
December 2005

Focusing on ride quality and accessibility, Everett Transit modified
some of their routes last year in response to feedback through: customer
surveys, community outreach, and other partner agency changes. Build-
ing on these goals, Everett Transit finished construction of a Customer
Service Center and Station located at Everett Mall. Another construction
project got underway with the designing of the Everett College Station.

Pullman Transit Offers Off-Hours Routes
umamsemw 2005

Pullman Transit has worked to provide additional service to students
and community members while school is in session and during breaks.
Concurrently with this, Pullman Transit made permanent in 2005
two trial routes on Friday and Saturday evening that will run until
3:00 a.m. the following morning, providing a great service to riders
with off hour work schedules. Extended service hours have increased
safety and convenience of customers seeking to travel during the
early morning hours. To accommodate the general public or students
that live in Pullman year round, Pullman Transit expanded their fixed
route service by adding holiday service and three new routes during
WSU breaks.

Page 10

Public Transit Agencies Coordinate With Tribes
February 2006

Tribal transportation needs were further enhanced with the distribution
of grants in the 2003-2005 biennium. This last year saw the increase in
collaborative service between many different Tribes and surrounding
communities. The Mason County Transportation Authority demon-
strated this coordination in their assistance to Squaxin Transit by
leasing a bus, driver training, maintenance services, and administration
and dispatching, to the Tribe. These services, valued at $53,900, help
Squaxin Transit provide service to Grays Harbor County via highway
108 from the Tribal Center at Kamilche. Clallam Transit System part-
ners with Makah Public Transit to provide services off the reservation
such as Forks and Port Angeles. These services offer tribal members a
way to connect with other communities within Clallam County. Other
intermodal connections link public transit agencies in Jefferson, Mason,
and Grays Harbor Counties on the Olympic Peninsula, making it possible
to travel the entire Highway 101 loop using public transportation.

Grants Program Advisory Committee
March 2006

Beginning in March 2006, Public Transportation’s Grants Program
Advisory Committee (GPAC) started holding meetings regarding a
variety of topics related to grants in public transportation. GPAC is
comprised of a steering committee with members representing diverse
interests in public transportation, human services, tribal, and special
needs transportation, from all over Washington. The goal of GPAC

is provide advice on policy and investment issues related to grants in
public transportation to the legislature. GPAC holds monthly meetings
to discuss ways to improve the grants process. For example, making
sure that the allotment of grants based on formulas is equitable accord-
ing to characteristics of the organizations applying. Many different
types of groups apply for the grants every year ranging from small
non-profit organizations to large transit agencies in Washington State,
including intermediate-sized tribal nations and rural transit agencies.

Summary of Public Transportation — 2005
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