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1983 ANNUAL PUBLIC TRANSIT STATISTICS

NEW SERVICE AND ELECTIONS

1. During 1983, public transit service was provided in 20 separate service
areas in Washington State. The map on the opposite page shows the
location of these areas. A new public transportation benefit area
(PTBA) was formed and funded in Island County in November.
However, local discord has prevented further developments leading to
public transit service. In another election in November, the voters
authorized a sales and use tax to fund the Whatcom Transportation
Authority, including Bellingham plus slightly more area. '

2. New or expanded operations occurred in:

Pacific Transit took over full operation of service on January 1,
replacing contractors.

Spokane Transit placed 20 new Grummen flexible buses into
service and added four routes in the Spokane valley.

Clallam Transit purchased four used 35 foot GMC coaches.

C-Tran moved into its new Administration/Operations/Mainte-
nance facility in August.

Intercity Transit revised its routes in September.

3.  Snohomish County PTBA (Community Transit) annexed the area east
and west of Darrington as a result of an April election. Clallam Transit
annexed western Clallam County, except the city of Forks, as a result
of a November election.

VEHICLES AND MAINTENANCE

A total of 2,125 transit vehicles make up the transit fleet of all municipal
transit systems in 1983; 1,477 municipal transit vehicles operated at peak
hours (95 fewer than in 1982): 745 of these vehicles operated in normal hours'
service. Metro operated 846 and 299 of these vehicles respectively, over half
of all transit vehicles providing service in the state in 1983. Community
Transit contracted for 38 buses for intercounty service with Metro.

Transit Vehicles by Age Transit Vehicles by Seating Capacity
Less than 5 years 899 Less than 15 seats 79
5-7 years 490 16-24 seats 35
8-12 years 135 25-33 seats 116
13-16 years 119 34-44 seats 161
17-20 years 186 45-60 seats 1,381

21 or more years 296 60 or more seats 353
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There was a net increase of 245 vehicles over 1982. Of the total vehicle
fleet, 415 vehicles were 21 years or older, 157 vehicles more than in 1982.
The less than five-year old group showed a decrease of 58 vehicles.

All vehicles with seating capacity of 60 or more seats were entirely in the
METRO fleet. A decrease of 14 vehicles seating less than 15 passengers
occurred in 1983. There were 73 fewer vehicles seating 34-44 passengers in
1983 than in 1982.

Ben Franklin Transit, Clallam Transit, Community Transit, and Jefferson
Transit did not provide maintenance in their own municipal shops. Of the
2,125 vehicles available for use, 1,875 were powered by diesel fuel; 105 were
powered by gasoline; 109 were powered by electricity; and, 36 were powered
by propane.

FINANCIAL

Municipal transit systems totals of revenues and expenditures for 1983 are
broken down in Tables III and IV. Local tax reflects only the tax collected
solely to support transit; supplemental local general fund revenues, such as
the % percent sales and use tax, and property tax appear as "Other," under
Local Revenues.

Two transit systems show sizable revenue increases over 1982. Kitsap
Transit collected sales and use taxes and federal funds substantially above
the city of Bremerton's 1982 household tax revenues in 1982. Spokane Transit
Authority received substantial increases in federal funds in 1983 over 1982.
Reductions for some systems are due to not continuing to receive federal
funds for capital projects in 1983.

There are also some increases in expenditures for some transit systems in
1983. Everett, Community Urban Bus Service, Kitsap Transit, Prosser, and
Spokane Transit Authority made significant investments of equipment and
facilities. The significant reductions for transit systems' funds were due to
their equipment purchases made in 1982, and C-Tran's facility construction.

PERFORMANCE MEASURES

Tables V, VI, and VII contain annual rates calculated for each transit system
operating in 1983,

The Passengers/Capita rate is the number of times a year each resident
rides the transit system. This ratio is determined by dividing the
passengers carried by the service area population.

* The Local Taxes/Capita rate is the average rate of local taxes per
person, not including the MVET, used to help defray operating and
capital expenses.

* The Passengers/Vehicle hour rate represents the number of passengers
riding a transit vehicle during an hour of operation. This figure is
obtained by dividing the passengers carried by the vehicle hours
operated.
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The Vehicle Miles/Vehicle Hour rate is the average speed of the transit
vehicles throughout the operating year.

The Vehicle Hours/Vehicle rate is the average number of hours each
transit vehicle, regardless of size, operates annually.

The Operating Costs/Passenger figure indicates the cost of providing
public transit service for each passenger carried. Operating Costs used
in Table VI include both "operating costs" and "general administration
and planning" costs shown in Table IV.

The Operating Costs/Vehicle Mile figure indicates the cost of operating
a transit vehicle for one mile.

The Operating Costs/Vehicle Hour figure indicates the cost of operating
a public transit system for one hour of service.

The Fare Box Revenue/Operating Costs rate is the share of operating
costs paid by fare box revenue.

* The Fare Box Revenue/Passenger figure is the average fare paid by all
passengers, including transfers.

The rates for fare box collections are determined strictly by municipal

transit policy boards based upon their perceptions of local needs and
financial conditions.

The Operating Costs/Driver Hour rate is self-explanatory.

The Vehicle Hours/Driver Hour rate compares the use of vehicles with
the amount of drivers' time reported.

The Vehicle Miles/Driver Hour figure shows how many miles are driven
by a driver in the average hour.

The Passengers/Driver Hour figures shows how many passengers are
carried by a driver in the average hour.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 1978 - 1983

Chart 1 displays transit ridership development for all transit systems in
Washington State. Chart 2 shows vehicle miles of service for all transit
systems operating in the state. The following systems are included within the
"urbanized" group: Bellingham, Community Transit, Everett, Pierce Transit,
Kitsap Transit, Intercity Transit, Community Urban Bus Service, C-TRAN,
Yakima, Ben Franklin Transit, and Spokane Transit Authority.

Chart 3 displays the revenue sources used by the transit systems. Chart 4
compares the fare box revenue source from Chart 3 with operating costs of
the systems for the corresponding year.
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