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1980 PUBLIC TRANSIT STATISTICAL REPORT

New Service and Elections

1.

During 1980, public transit service was provided to 19

separate service areas in Washington. New public transpor-
tation benefit areas (PTBA's) were formed and funded in:

Walla Walla County Jefferson County
Thurston County Clark County
2. New or expanded operations occurred in:

Pacific County PTBA began operations in January with a
countywide system using two (2) private bus operators on
contract and a contract with Grays Harbor Transit. Ser-
vice is provided in Ilwaco, Naselle, and the Long Beach
peninsula in the south county area and South Bend-Raymond
area in the north. Service is also provided to Aberdeen
and Astoria, Oregon.

Pierce County PTBA absorbed the Tacoma City Transit System
and commenced expanded service in January to the surrounding
suburban area and the cities of Fife, Puyallup, and Sumner.

Clallam County PTBA started service in the eastern portion
of the county with a less than countywide system in October.
The cities of Port Angeles and Sequim provide the core of
the system.

Grandview Municipal Transit initiated demand-response
service in October.

Annexation elections were held and tax measures passed to
increase the service areas of:

Snohomish County PTBA (Community Transit) - annexed the
Arlington area.

Pierce County PTBA (Pierce Transit) - annexed the areas
of Dupont, Gig Harbor, Bonney Lake, Buckley and the Long-
branch Peninsula.

After the second election measure, METRO was authorized to
increase their upper limit of sales and use tax from 0.3%
to 0.6%.

Ballot measures to fund PTBA's or to change the existing
tax base were defeated in:

Skagit County (second time)
Island County
Lewis PTBA (Twin Transit)



VEHICLES AND MAINTENANCE

A total of 1,218 municipal transit vehicles operated at peak hours
(201 more than in 1979); 551 of these vehicles operated in normal
hours service. Metro operates 824 and 285 of these vehicles respec-
tively approximately half of all municipal transit vehicles pro-
viding public transit service in the state in 1980. Community
Transit vehicle totals do not include 38 buses contracted for
intercounty service with Metro. Pacific Transit vehicle totals do
not include four buses contracted with private companies.

Transit Vehicles by Age Transit Vehicles by Seating Capacity
L.ess then 5 years 694 Less than 13 seats 8
5 - 7 years 279 13 - 15 seats 10
8 - 12 years 103 16 - 24 seats 14
13 -~ 16 years 113 25 - 33 seats 69
17 - 20 years 154 34 - 45 seats 1,336
21 or more years 284 46 or more seats 190

There was a net increase of 608 vehicles over 1979. Of the total
vehicle fleet, 284 vehicles were 21 years or older with 206 of
these in the METRO system. In the 5-7 year age category, there was
an increase of 164 vehicles in the 1980 fleet, yet the less than
five-year old group showed a decrease of only 92 vehicles.

Vehicles with seating capacity of 46 or more seats are mainly in
the METRO fleet (151). A reduction of 11 vehicles seating less
than 13 passengers was noted.

Only Community Transit, Clallam Transit, and Grandview did not
provide maintenance in their own municipal shops. Of the 1,627
vehicles available for use, 1,433 were powered by diesel fuel; 82
were powered by gasoline; and 111 were powered by electricity; and
1 was powered by propane.

FINANCIAL

Municipal transit systems totals of revenues and expenditures for
1980 are broken down in Tables III and IV. Llocal tax reflects only
the tax collected solely to support transit; supplemental local
general fund revenues, such as the %% sales and use tax and property
tax appear as "Other", under Local Revenues.

The large increase in revenues for Yakima Transit is primarily a
result of its receipt of federal UMTA Section 5 operating assistance,
absent in 1979. Pierce Transit, in replacing the city of Tacoma,
also replaced the Household Tax subsidy with a sales and use tax

and expanded the collection base. Pullman only operated nine plus
months in 1979. Intercity Transit raised its sales tax subsidy from
0.2% to 0.3%. Grays Harbor Transportation Authority lowered its
sales tax subsidy from 0.3% to 0.2%. Twin Transit received a one-
time state grant of $114,425. Prosser's loss is primarily due to
receiving less federal funds.



The large increase in expenditures for Pierce Transit is primarily
due to capital outlay and an expanded service area. Intercity
Transit's increases are primarily due to capital outlay. Spokane
Transit and Prosser had significant capital outlays in 1979.

PERFORMANCE MEASURES

Tables V and VI contain annual rates calculated for each transit
system operating in 1980.

- The Passengers/Capita rate is the number of times a year each
resident rides the transit system. This ratio is determined
by dividing the passengers carried by the service area
population.

- The Passengers/Vehicle hour rate represents the number of
passengers riding a transit vehicle during an hour of
operation. This figure is obtained by dividing the pas-
sengers carried by the vehicle hours operated.

- The Operating Costs/Vehicle Mile indicates the cost of oper-
ating a transit vehicle for one mile. Operating Costs used in
Tables V and VI include both "operating costs" and general
administration and planning” costs shown in Table IV.

- The rates for farebox collections are determined strictly by
municipal transit policy boards based upon their perceptions
of local needs and financial conditions.
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